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Teachers: Early Years

Wrapping Parcels

( Using everyday language to compare quantities and objects )

( Exploring characteristics of everyday objects and shapes and describing them Comparing and writing numbers ]

Children often enjoy wrapping up parcels.

Adults could provide a role-play scenario such as a birthday party, a post office or a giftwrap
service, where children can experiment with wrapping boxes.

The Activity
Children choose some toys to wrap up as presents. Model wrapping a present where the paper doesn’t fit and then
show how to allow enough to overlap and stick down. Offer boxes, paper and resources for wrapping parcels.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing

How much paper will you need for that one, do you think?

How will you check you have enough?

How are you going to wrap it? Tell me how you wrapped it — what did you do first? Which box will you choose for your
present? How are the boxes different?




The Mathematical Journey

Measures

» Using comparison language e.g. (much, a little...) bigger, larger, smaller, taller, longer, shorter, wider, narrower, heavier,
lighter

« estimating the area of the paper needed to cover all the box faces (and to overlap)

Shape and space
* using positional language such as under, over, round, sideways, on top, underneath..
« developing language to describe cuboids e.g. edge, corner, side, face ...

Number
* using symbols appropriately eg. house number, price or weight
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